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I ntroduction

For many years, knowledge of the Taylor line of ancestors of the Douglas E. Taylor
family was stalled at Tired Creek Church at the gravesite marked “Thomas E. Taylor
1860-1898". What we did not know is that one page of the 1840 Decatur County,
Georgia census held the names of many community pioneers living along Tired Creek
Road that would help unlock the untold history of the lost Taylors. The names of
Hawthorns and Lees on the east and Lucretia Taylor on the west end of Tired Creek Road
would take on a new meaning in solving this Taylor mystery. The Tired Creek map is at
Appendix 1 on page 18.
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Figure 1 1840 Decatur County Georgia Census- Tired Creek Community



Now the journey through the untold Taylor family history begins...

The goal of this paper isto alow the Taylor and other researchers a possible theory upon
which to move through the highly mobile and loosely documented years of the early
1800's. The main points are the following:

Thesis: William and Maleachy Hawthorn had a daughter named Hannah. That daughter
married Richmond Watson, Jr. and having four children, one being Sarah Watson, who
married Henry Taylor. Henry Taylor was the son of William Taylor and grandson of
Dempsey Taylor. After Hannah's husband Richmond was murdered, she married
Ebenezer Lee as a Watson, thus hiding her Hawthorn maiden name and connection to
William.

Problem statement: These broken connections between the Watsons, Hawthorns, and
Taylors caused a genealogy wall to occur at names of Thomas T. (or E.) Taylor, JJ and
William Rice Watson, and much uncertainty as to whether Hannah was actually a
daughter of William Hawthorn.

Marriage between Richmond Watson and Hannah Hawthorn

The first of two “lost decades’ for genealogists of the Taylors, Watsons and Hawthorns
was from 1820-1830, with migrations from Pulaski County GA in the midst of the first
and second Seminole Wars in Southwest Georgia.

Richmond R. Watson, Jr. originated from Edgefield SC, with his father of the same name
residing through death in Edgefield County, SC (1820 Edgefield County census).

* Arthur Watson was born 1745 Craven County, N.C. and died 1806 in Ridge Spgs., Edgefield County, S.C.
He married Ann Corley, daughter of Rev. War Soldier Abner Corley. She was born about 1747.

Will of Arthur Rice Watson as taken from Edgefield County Wills 1787-1836.

page 239, 17 Feb. 1806. "I, Arthur Watson, being in perfect health and of perfect mind and memory. First,
| give to my beloved children to wit. Son Richmond Watson, Hezekiah Watson, Abner Watson and
daughter's : Frances (Fanny) Watson Satcher, Patience Eidson, and Lydia Warren one shilling to each from
the estate and no more as | have given to them already....

1 *Richmond Watson b. 1765 Johnston County, N.C. d. aft 1828, Edgefield County, S.C. m Sarah ?
Military: Rev. War Soldier 1781-1782 - Roster S.C. Patriot'sin Am Rev.

Child of RICHMOND WATSON and SARAH is:

9. i. RICHMOND RICE’ WATSON, b. Abt. 1794.




Since there were 10 children of Richmond Watson, Sr., research has been difficult, as
noted by fellow researchers.

Richmond Watson, who was married to Sarah _? when he died, probably had at
least 10 children. In four deeds of Edgefield Dist., SC, Deed Book 44, pages
346-330, a number of Watsons were mentioned. Sarah Watson inherited 1/3 of a
250 acretract of Richmond's land, though the name Richmond is not mentioned.
Sarah deeded her 1/3 portion as a gift on her death to her children, Amos
Watson and Archibald Watson. The other 2/3 of that 250 acre tract was
divided into 10 parts. Six of those portions were inherited by Temperance
Watson Howard (wife of Michael Howard), Amos Watson, Celia Watson Padget
(wife of Samuel Padget Jr.), Mary Watson, Milly Watson, and Michael Watson.
Amos, Celia, Mary, Milly, and Michael were stated to be children of Richmond
Watson in the deeds. In the deed of sale by Michael Howard and his wife
Temperance Watson (both of Pike County, GA) the name Richmond Watson is not
stated but the Relinquishment of Inheritance is stated and the land
description is the same. The six named Watson inheritors all sold their 1/10
portions to Abner Watson and Archibald Watson.

Richmond, Jr., one of the other four children no Richmond, Sr., and severa family
members moved to Pulaski County, GA. as found on the Pulasiki County census in 1820,
being married with spouse and children of same ages as wife Hannah Hawthorn and their
first two children.

Pulaski County Watsonsin 1820 page
Watson Jacob |1 67
Watson Joseph 67
Watson Oren O, Senr 66
Watson Richmond R 67
Watson SethG 66

Richmond, Oran Datus, and several other Watsons move with William Hawthorn and
others to Tired Creek area of South Georgia, where Richmond paid taxes in Decatur
County in 1824,

1824 Decatur County, GA TAX LIST
Transcribed by: Denise Smiley
Transcribed on: 01 May 2001

Email: smileysattitude@hotmail.com
DECATUR COUNTY

Includes:

TAYLOR, William

CLARK, William

GODIN, Alexander

HAWTHORN, William

TATE, Rowland

JONES, Robert

KELLY, Malachi, Elizabeth, James
LEE, Ebenezer

WATSON, Richmond R




Richmond Watson, Jr. was murdered on 18 December 1824 in the Hawthorne
community. No evidence of his marriage to Hannah is apparent, and it has been said that
marriages to Indians were not recorded by the state. It is thought that the Watsons were
part Indian. In the notice below, the name was Richard, which appears to be a
transcription mistake, since Richmond was paying taxes that same year in same
community as the only Watson. In early January, 1825, another murder occurred within
the Hawthorne community, being that of Rowland Tate, who aso is said to have been of
Indian descent. A trip to the Decatur County Courthouse will attempt to find the actual
court trial of the Richard (Richmond) Watson murder case. Because he was killed,
Richmond did not appear on the 1830 census and was |ost forever (almost).

Ref: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gaupson2/Murder.html
Georgia Murderers, Murders and Murder Victims 1823-1840

Since the late Colonia period, Georgia Governors have issued proclamations that offered rewards
for the capture of fleeing criminals, usually murderers. These can be found at the Georgia Dept.
of Archives and History. Microfilm Reel 40-41

"9. On 18 December last, Richard H. WATSON was murdered by William CLARK, in the
house of Alexander GODDIN in Decatur County. Issued 27 January 1825."

(note: William Clark was not listed in 1830 census. Alexander Godin house in 1830 was near
Benjamin Harrison and Thomas Harrison, but in 1840 census both Clark and Godwin lived close
on both sides of William Hawthorne and Robert Jones at Tired Creek community.)

Hannah Watson, living in Hawthorn’s District of Decatur County, drew land in the 1827
Georgia Land Lottery as a widow, strong evidence that she was left a widow by the
murder of Richmond Watson. Typicaly, luck drawers sold their draw and bought more
land in their own community, as the Hawthorns did. They did not move to the drawn
county (Muscogee or Carroll).

1827 GEORGIA LAND LOTTERY, Statewide By Name, Surnames W - Wheatly

Source: "Reprint of Official Register of Land Lottery of Georgia

1827," Compiled and Published by Miss Martha Lou Houston, Columbus, Georgia, printed by Walton-
Forbes Company, Columbus, Georgia 1928. Thisfile was transcribed by: Donna Eldridge

For more information: http://www.gagenweb.net/lottery/1827/

Thesefiles archived at: http://www.usgwarchives.org/ga/gafiles.htm

SEC Dl ST Lor NO. NAVE
RESI DENCE CAPT. DI ST. COUNTY OF DRAW

2 2 243 Wat son, Hannah wi dow
Decat ur County Hawt hor ns Muscogee County

5 3 136 Hawt hor n, Whn R S.
Decat ur County Hawt hor ns Carroll County




In 1829, Hannah Hawthorn Watson married Ebenezer Lee, who came from South
Carolina around 1825. In the county marriage records, there was no reference to her last
name being Hawthorn, but widows typically were listed by their widowed name, not
maiden name. This is most likely the reason that researchers did not connect this
marriage to the Hawthorn family in arecords search.

Lee, Ebenezer Wat son, Hanah 30 Apr 1829 W AA - 21
http://files.usgwarchives.org/ga/decatur/vitals/marriages/marrgril.txt

Children of EBENEZER LEE and HANNAH HAWTHORNE WATSON are:

i STEPHEN H.* LEE, b. 1830, Decatur County, Georgia; d. December 13, 1862,
Chimborazo Hospital, Richmond, VA.

ii. ELIAS M. C. LEE, b. 1836, Decatur County, GA; d. November 24, 1862,
Belleview Hospital, Richmond, VA.

Here the sameness of Hannah Hawthorn to Hannah Watson to Hannah Lee becomes
obvious. Within a year of the marriage, the 1830 Decatur County Census shows Hannah
entering the marriage with four children, my conclusion is they were the four Watson
Children, which includes Sarah Watson who married William's Henry Taylor, father of
Thomas T. Taylor. Thefirst Lee Child was born post-1830 census date.

Decatur, GA 1830 Federa Census
ftp://ftp.us-census.org/pub/usgenweb/census/ga/decatur/1830/

(File 1 of 2) (This Census was transcribed by Denise Smiley and proofread by Ida Boyce
and submitted to the USGenWeb Census Project http://www.us-census.org/

Census Year 1830, Microfilm #M19-17, State GEORGIA, County Decatur)

[IMALES [FEMALES
8 19 Lee Ebenezer . 11.1......... 11..1
4 5 Taylor Dempsey e I A 111....1..
6 19 Taylor  William 121...21........... 1. ..




Relationship of Taylorsto Tired Creek Church

The mass movements of pioneers to the Hawthorn/Sofkee community appear to be
centered on Hawthorn's Primitive Baptist religion in addition to land purchases. After
founding churches in Robeson County, NC, and Pulaski County, GA (in Allentown, GA),
he founded the Tired Creek Primitive Baptist Church in 1826 in then Decatur, now Grady
County GA.

=

iN MEMOR
FR WILLIAM HAWTHOE
DIED MAY | 4
AGE 84 YEARS

Figure2 William Hawthorne Founder of Tired Creek Church



Early members of the Tired Creek Primitive Baptist Church are listed here, with my
interpretations of the relationship added. This would explain why Thomas T. Taylor's
graveis near the church and close to the Hawthorn Memoria headstone.

GEORGIA BAPTIST CHURCH RECORDS
Located in the Georgia Baptist History Depository. Special Collections,
Jack Tarver Library. Mercer University, Macon, Georgia

Updated January 13, 2010
(Supersedes All Previous Editions)

Robert G. Gardner, Senior Researcher in Baptist History

Tired Creek Primitive Baptist Church, Decatur now Grady County
C 1826: locally called Sofkee Church

e Reels 709 and 710: CB, 1826-1924, 1926-1980; Historical Sketch, 1976 [GDAH]

e Reel 905-906: CB. 1980-2002: William Hollingsworth. My Experience and Call
to the Ministry (1910), 16 pp.

» Washington Library: Membership list, 1826-1865: cemetery records: historical
sketch (Origins. Summer 1992, 19-27: Fall 1992, 15-22)

GDAH =Georgia Department of Archives and Historv. Atlanta:

Listed on church attendance rolls from church records (with my interpretation of
relationships):

1827 Dennis Taylor (Brother of William, son of Dempsey Taylor, who was father of
William/Grandfather of Henry/ GGrandfather of Thomas T. Taylor)

1828 William Hawthorne (Pastor and founder of church, blazed Hawthorn Trail)

1828 E.O. Hawthorne (William’s son and future pastor of church)

1828 William Taylor (Dempsey’s son, father of Henry Taylor, Grandfather of Thomas T.
Taylor)

1828 Sally Taylor (aka Sara Swinson Taylor, wife of Dempsey Taylor)

1852 Mary Hawthorne

1852 Lucrica Taylor (wife of Grandfather William Taylor, and believed died in 1853, or her
daughter Lucrecy)

1852 Philip Watson (Son of Richmond and Hannah Hawthorn Watson Lee)

1872 A.J. Hawthorne (Jackson Hawthorn, son in law of Robert Jones wife Martha)

1877 1.]. Watson (Son of Richmond and Hannah Hawthorn Watson Lee, brother in law of
Henry Taylor)

1877 Mary Watson

1880 M.M. Taylor

1880 W.J. Taylor

1880 J.R. (John) Taylor

1880 M.L. Taylor

1890 C.L. Hawthorne

1881 Malechia Hawthorne (Granddaughter of William and Maleachy)

1881 Nancy Hawthorne (wife of Jonathan C. Hawthorn)

1881 J.J. Watson




Relations with Indian descendant families

Before 1860, there was also a tendency for family departures west between Alabama and
Texas by what appears to be many on a list of “Frindly Indians’ of Decatur County.
Other research indicates a purging, either voluntarily or involuntarily, of Southwest
Georgia of Creek Indians and their relatives as aresult of execution of the Indian treaties
of the early 1800’s. Decatur County land sales also support this theory of moving west.
Unfortunately, many of these families were the pioneers of Decatur County, migrating
from North Carolina through middie Georgia (Pulaski County and vicinity) to southwest
Georgia. Thank goodness, some of these family names remained to make Grady County
a better placeto live.
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Documents supporting Hannah as a daughter of William Hawthorn

To satisfy historical doubt about Hannah being the daughter of William Hawthorn, the
Baptist preacher of Grady County GA Hawthorn Trail fame, there are severa other
supporting documents.

Hawthorne grant in Santa Rosa Co, FL. Robeson Co, NC, Deed Book W, p. 109. Robert Jones
and wife Martha, formerly Martha Hawthorne; James Kelly and wife Milbury Hawthorne;
Ebenezer Lee and wife formerly Hannah Hawthorne; and Johnathan Clibourne Hawthorne, Elias
Owen Hawthorne, William Bryan Hawthorne and Joshua Thomas Hawthorne, legal heirs of the
body of Mileachee Hawthorne, formerly Mileachee Cilborn, al of Decatur Co, GA, to James
Blount of Co of Gadsden, Territory of Florida, for $300. Dated 3 May 1832, Decatur Co, GA.

Also a Georgia Supreme Court legal case specifies the children of William and Maleachy
Hawthorn, naming Hannah as such.

http://books.google.com/books?id=tqg0aAAAAY AAJ& pg=PA 966& | pg=PA 966& dg=will
iam+hawthorn+north+georgiat+rome& source=bl & ots=FTaul VUvUT& sig=RbLoM ggKN
IPhRb5 Kmt0gOoheQo& hl=en& ei=s3ITS SvDIlawWtgev8oTACQ& sa=X& oi=book resul
t& ct=result& resnum=7& ved=0CBKQ6A EwBg#v=twopage& g=& f=true

xV1 MACON, JUNE TERM, 1850, ‘
Proceedings iu?[‘emury of liurwel-l K:-E:nrrison, Esq. l
|

His Honor, Judge Lusrsis, responded as follows : C A. S E S
When we wero last assembled, as a Court, in this place, twalve
months ago, it was to deplore the untimely death of the young i ARGUED AND DETERMINED

member of this Bar—for it is a sad truth, that

I¥ THE

Supeeme Gouet of the Stateof Genrgin,
AT MILLEDGEVILLE,
NOVEMBER TERM, 1859.

* Youth. and lm:mhmd InuLy'k Bloom,
Are blossoms gathered for the tomb."

|

Since that time, five more from this District—Powens, and ‘
Sroens, and Howsey, and Comzrrr, and Harwrsox—have joined
the disembodied spirits of the dead. Thus are we called away,
one by one, without distinction of age, or rank, in obedience to
the inevitable summons which comes but once—but comes to all.

Over the remaing of how many members of the Bar, has the |
grave closed since I took my seat upon the Bench, in 1845, whose |
earthly prospects were bright with I}‘:’“ e, and whose professional |
character might well be nﬁupted by J:eir cotemporaries, as “ the |
glnss of fashion, and the mould of form?"”

BurweLr, K. Hannisox was a native of Geor in; educated ot |
Randolph Macon Coileia, Virginia, and in 1842, loeated at Lump-

Presant—JOSEPH H. LUMPKIN }

kin, Stewart county. thoroughly taught Lawyer, aod of fine | LINTON STEPHENS, = \Jupoes

literary aitainments, an inviting held spread out before him. His RICHARD F. LYON,

intellect—brilliant, fertile, and acute—was admirably adapted w | ' -

the region where he lived and died. He was a keen observer, and —— !

uo one eould appropriate more readily, what he aequired from |

ma; and lmokal.i He had a rendy and “clear peme::éion of lrti:lth | THE TRUSTEES OF THE MONROE FEMALE

oud justice; and a8 a lawyer, he was more inclined to rest his | -

hopes of suceess on this pereoption, than on the aceamulation of UNIVERSITY vs. BROADFIELD e al

hL iti v natead oF i d" g em!}fal an the tg;)&l hlsdnf

others, and an array of precedents ha not anal he de- 1. Wh t to di X, rding to ificati i

lighted more in the application of elementary Fﬁ“gPI“, to the nute:ns.:rr;:::ﬁ?m:s:l:\ri I;?ronol.nfnly l?czcﬁn:;m:::h“:h:

e :ml oocltp‘_enc:rc &:;hxm and I."::::e:" d. A man contract, but do the work unskillfully and negligently, they are

of wit, endowed with an intuiti ion of the ridicul lishle to respond in damages to the employer, for all injuries resulling

goncm,l\la t,lo & Il’a_ula—hl'ull of ftn'l.ichnnﬁ Fun:mﬁualha_mlon_ exng:_mi- from the breach of the contract.

ant animal spirits, be was ever the magnet of the eircle in which

he moved. The u'lcr[ing piety of his companion, impresged him 1.n° r“t.' that the employer accepts “‘? work, and agrees to pay for

with a reverence for religion, which made it the frequent theme of it according to contract, does not relieve the carpenters from such

his conversation. liability, unless the employer, at the time, know of the deficiencies, or

That the deceased bad faults, it is due to candor to concede. | ‘treach of contract, and il ad ive his right: d

 Let thowm be buried in the grave with him. * Man Foe&h to his | “:.:.mn ::?cb m;;u'ﬁf;::?::f :Fu o waivo his rights under
| long home,' to the ** house appointed for all living.'"" Letus Iui 1 8 J appear.
| up trensare for that state of being where there is no change and | 3. A new trial must be granted, when the verdict is contrary to Iaw and
. noend, Maya God of love be & husband to his widow and a evidence, notwithstanding there have been two concurrent verdicts of

| father to his orphans. the jury.
** A bruised reed He will not break,
Aflictions all His eﬁﬂd n feol,
He wounds them for His Heﬂ:y'u sake,
lie wounds to heal,"

i Assumpsit, in Putnam Buperior Court. Tried before Judge
| HarDEMAN, at the September Term, 1859,
This was an action of Assumpsit, by the trustees of the
Monroe Female University against James M. Broadfield and
Vol xxx—2.

Figure4 Hawthorn vs. Kelly (page 1)




964 SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA.
Scott ps. Turpin & Volker.

BCOTT vs. TURPIN & VOLKER.

An appeal entered by a trustee under the Pauper Law ought to be dis-
missed when the afidavit states, that his inability te give security
arises not from the poverty of the trust estate, but from his own por

erty.

Motion to dismiss appeal, in Dougherty Superior Court.
Decided by Judge ALLEN, at June Term, 1860,

Turpin & Volker brought an action against Henry A.
Bcott, as the trustee of his wife, Virginia A, Scott, to recover
$121,99 alleged to be due them by acconnt.

At the December Term, 1859, a verdict was rendered in
favor of the plaintiffs for the amount sued for, from which
judgment Henry A, Scott entered an appeal, by affidavit,
in which he states: “ That he is unable to pay costs and give
security as now required by law, in eases of appeal ; that he
is advised, and believes, that he has good cause of appeal,
and that owing to his poverty, he is unable to pay the cost
and give security, as required by law.”

At the June Term, 1860, counsel for the plaintiffs moved
to dismiss the appeal on the gmund, that the affidavit did
not show, that gool.l.’n inability to pay cost and give security
to enter the appeal was owing to the poverty of the trust
estate in his hands, which the plaintiffs were seeking to make
subject to the payment of their claim.

The presiding Judge sustained the motion and dismissed
the appeal, and that geciaiou ia the error complained of.

Srrozier & SuitH, G. J. WricHT, Vasox & Davis for
plaintiff in error.

Warrex & WARREN, confra.

By the Court.—STEPHENS, J., delivering the opinion.

This was an appeal under the Pml]i)er Law by a trustee
We think that the appeal was properly dismissed upon the

ground, that the affidavit did not state that his inability to
give security arose from the poverty of the trust estate. It

MACON, JUNE TERM, 1860, 965
Hawthorn vs. Kelly.

stated that he was unable from his own poverty. If he had
given security, it would have heen as trusiee, the ssouritiy
undertaking, not for him, but for the estate; and we don’t
see what his individual poverty had to do with the matter.
The seeurity would have become responsible for nothing but
the eventual solvency of the estate, which might depend, to
be sure, upon the ﬁ:llzeli.t.y of the trustee, but not at all upon
his riches.
Judgment affirmed,

HAWTHORN vs. KELLY.

A ne exeat will be dissolved when there is other relief more appropri-
ate to the case,

In Equity, in Decatur Superior Court, Decision on De~
murrer, made by Judge ALLEN, at October Term, 1859,

The record in this case presents the facts following, that
is to say:

Juhn Hawthorn executed a deed, of which the following
is a copy :

4 This indenture, made the 9th day of May, 1814, beiween
John Hawthorn, Sr., of the one part, and the children of
Williami Hawthoru (the son of said John) and his wife, Me-
litia, of the other part, witnesseth : That the said John Haw-
thorn, for and in consideration of the natural love and affec.
tion which he hath toward William and his wife, Melitia,
with their children, hath lent unto the said William and
Melitia a m girl named Kate, and her increase, during
the natural lifetime of the said William and Melitia Haw-
thorn. The above loan is here to be understood, that the
gaid William and Melitia Hawthorn stand as the natural
guardians of their children during their natural life, relative
to said girl and her increase, anﬁ that this be understood,
that I have this day given unto my grand-children, the chil-
dren of said William and Melitia, that is to say, Polly, Han-

Figure5 Hawthorn vs. Kelly (page 2)
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366 SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA.
Hawthorn vs. Kelly.

nah, Milbury, Jonathan, Elias, Claiborne, Owen, William
Ryan and Joshua Thomas, the said negro girl, Kate, and
her increase, forever, free from the claim or elaims of any
or every person or persons whatever, so that they shall have,
use and peaceably enjoy, the said negro with her increase
forever, as above described, through the medium of their
parents duril:ﬁ their lives, then the above negro or n

to be equally divided among my several grand-children above
named. In econfirmation of the above deed of gift to my
grand-children, T hereby warrant and defend the right of the
above girl and her inerease in my said grand-children their
assigns forever.”

I?uder this deed, William and Melitia Hawthorn took pos-
session of the negro and kept her until the death of William,
and that ghe is still in Mulitin’s possession. The increase
of the negro girl consists of nine negroes of the aggregate
value of seven thousand dollars.

Melitia Hawthorn together with one of her sons, William
B. Hawthorn, placed one of the negroes in possession of one
Eliza Garland, who has made efforts to send or carry him
out of the State, and elaims & title to or interest in said ne-

gro.

Of the children mentioned in the deed, two are dead, to-
wit: Jonathao and Joshus Thomas,

Milbury married James Kelly; Polly married Robert
Jones, Hannah married Ebenezer Lee.

Kelly and wife, Jones and wife, and Lee and wife filed a
bill in nity against Melitia Hawthoru, William B. Haw-
thorn a:]d Eliza Garland, in which the facts before stated
are alleged, and in which it is also stated that they are ap-
prehensive that the negroes, or some of them, will be re-
moved from the State, and the rights of complainants will
be defeated.

The bill prays for a ne eveat or‘f:ia timet, or other suffi-
cient process, to restrain the defendants from removing said
negroes from the Btate, or compelling them to give security
for the forthcoming of the n to answer the demand of
complainants at the death of Melitia Hawthorn,

Process issted, pursuant to the prayer of the bill, for the
arrest of the negroes and their ufrl::eping, unless the secu-
xi ty aforesaid should be given.

The defendants met the bill with a demurrer thereto, for

MACON, JUNE TERM, 1880. 967
Hawthorn vs, Kelly.

want of equity, and on the ground that the interest or title
of complainants, under the deed aforesaid, was not sufficient
to enable them to maintain the bill,

After argument had thereon, the Court overruled the de-
murrer, and that decision is the error alleged in the record.

McIsTyRE & Youne, for plaintiffs in error.
Law & Sius, contra.
By the Court.—8TRPHENS, J,, deliverin& the opinion.

We think the ne exeat ought to have been dissolved in this
case, becanse we do not think the complainants are remain-
der-men in the whole property, as claimed in the bill. Itis
not very clear from this deed that the parents were intended
to take any beneficial interest at all, and we think they were
certainly not intended to take more than a joint estate with
the children during the lifetime of the longest liver of the
two parents, with remainder in fee to the children. On the

. supposition that the parents take no beneficial interest, then

they were mere trustees for the children, and as there was no
longer any purpose to be served after all the children had
censed to be minors, the trust ceased, and the children be-
came entitled, and are now entitled, to maintain trover for
the whole of the property, and to have bail in the action in
case of danger, as alleged in this bill, of the property being
removed, On the supposition of a joint estate in the parents
and children during the life of the longest liver of the pa-
rents, the children are entitled to a partition of the property,
leaving the surviving parent a life-estate in one share of it, to-
gether with an aceount of the past profits of the joint life-
estate,  If, after such partition, the remainder interest of the
children in the part falling to their mother should be endan-
gered, they wonld undoubtedly be entitled to a ne arveat as to
that part; but the probability is, that the partition, ns the
matter now stands, would remove all danger, We incline
to think the deed creates an estate of the latter deseription,
Judgment reversed,

Figure6 Hawthorn vs. Kelly (page 3)

The third hint that Hannah could be the daughter of Maleachy Hawthorne' s daughter and
mother of Sarah Watson Taylor is found in the Decatur County GA land deed grantor
book where Sarah is deeded Grandma Maleachy’ s personal estate from Hannah in 1853.

Figure7 Decatur County Deed Book
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Connection of Hawthorns and Watsonsto the Taylors

The following picture of the land sale of 1853 (Decatur County District 19, land lot 177
and 143), purchased by William Taylor in 1825 and 1826, is being sold by the heirs of
head of household Lucretia Taylor after her death. This shows that Henry J. Taylor
would be one of those heirs. William Senior appears to be the 2™ William on the deed,
but he is deemed incapable by a judge to handle his affairs, and would probably be given
a child’s share (this is pure speculation). All the heirs had married by this time or had
their own property elsewhere. Henry J. Taylor had bought land in the Hawthorn/Tired
Creek Church community.

Figure8 Land Sale by Heirs of William and Lucretia Taylor - 1853.

1860 Decatur County GA Census shows the Henry J. and Sarah Watson Taylor family
(married in 1844), living adjacent to siblings Ellis Taylor and Lucresa Taylor. Henry
purchased land in the Hawthorn community after the marriage to Sarah, who was the
granddaughter of William Hawthorn via Hannah. It is my theory that sister Lucresy
married in 1851 a William D. Taylor, possible cousin also in the 1850 census, who is not
the same as her brother William D. Taylor. Again, thisis another confusing branch to the
family tree.

12
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Figure9 Henry and Sarah Taylor in 1860

1860 Decatur County Census, showing George McMillin as a school teacher, most likely
of the oneroom Hawthorne School.
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Figure 10 George McMillen the Teacher |n 1860

Between 1860 and 1870 is the second “lost decade”. In 1870, Thomas Taylor was living
with the teacher George McMillen next door to Nancy Hawthorn, the widow of Jonathan
C. Hawthorn. All the Henry Taylor children were orphaned and living with community
families.
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Figure11l Orphan ThomasT. Taylor with Teacher McMillen — 1870

13



Thomas T. Taylor would have attended the Hawthorn School with his teacher George
McMillen. The school was located in the Hawthorn curve on Tired Creek, due west of
the Hawthorne Cemetery. Later Thomas's cousin Pearl Taylor would teach at the school.
Maleachy is buried in the family cemetery (as pictured below in right corner) several
hundred yards due north of the school location. The Robert Reaves Jones family
cemetery is thought to be in land lot 117 due north of Maleachy’s buria site.
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Figure 12 One-Room Hawthorne School on Tired Creek Road
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Sarah Watson Taylor was not in the Decatur County GA 1870 census, with all the
children living in community neighbor’s homes. She most likely died in the smallpox
epidemic of 1865. Henry appears not to have returned from the war, if indeed he did go
to war at age 40, since there are no war veteran grave markers recognized for him in
either Grady or Decatur County GA. Great grandmother mother Maleachy died in 1866 at
age 99. Grandmother Hannah is believed to have died around 1860. Both Hannah Lee
sons died in the war. The deaths of these kinfolk are still being researched.
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sion the United States government was to give them land, others hesi-
T tated to make contracts. Circumstances combined to extend the con-
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tinuum of misery.
The postwar malaise inevitably affected Bainbridge and Decatur
County. Although neither the town nor southwest Georgia had suffered

frirdrdrdr (0) - Write review
Add to bookshelves »

Get this book much wartime destruction, residents confronted extreme adversity. As
University of lllinais Press one Bainbridge resident testified, “the war left us impoverished.” Some
Amazon.com - $42.00 whites and hLlck{s agreed to labor terms in 1865. Some freedpeople, enjoy-
Barnes&Noble.com - $33.60 ing the elixir of freedom, did not honor their contracts. As for landhold-

ers, they often underpaid, deceived, and badly provided for the ex-slaves.
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o Blacks remained the poorest of the poor. Whites prayed for better times
Find in a library

in the Baptist, Methodist, or Preshyterian churches. A shell of an old
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e building lacking windows or doors served as a house of worship for the
Sponsored Links freedpeople. Agriculture was the linchpin of what passed for prosper-
PsyD. Clinical Psycholo ity in rural Decatur County, but because of its languishing state, little

The American School of
Professional Psychology. Learn
More!

Figure 13 Decatur County GA Smallpox Outbreak in 1865

progress was evident. A smallpox cpidemic late in 1865 exacerbated the

This 1870 census aso supports the theory that Thomas Taylor was born about 1858,
rather 1860, as shown below on his grave marker at Tired Creek Church. Also, the
Thomas Taylor family Bible aso shows his middle initial as“T.”, rather that “E.”, a fact
that also may have thrown researchers off the trail of the Thomas Taylor family tree.
Efforts are being made by the Douglas Taylor family in Grady County to correct the
gravestone.

15



IT/
/" ’:&VPLWL /

Figure 14 Wrong Initial on Thomas T. Taylor Headstone at Tired Creek Church

The next great adventureisto
verify and care for the
recently found family
cemetery of ancestors
William and Luctetia Taylor,
discovered on Dist 19 LL 177
on the west end of Tired
Creek Road near Fewdls
store.

The discoveries of the lost
decades of the Taylor family
along Tired Creek Road have
allowed the family tree to
grow back through the
1800's.  As wdl, untold
stories of the family
hardships can be imagined.
All suggestions and
counterpoints  are  truly
welcome.
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Appendix 1.

TheDouglasE. Taylor family in the 1800's— pedigree and map
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Figure 15 The Taylorsfrom the Paternal Taylor Line
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Figure16 The Taylorsfrom the maternal JonesLine
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Legend = = = =Tired Creek Road ¥ cemetery

William Hawthorne farm 1821, Thomas T. Taylor
attended Hawthorne school 1870

Matthew Jones farm 1821+

Uriah Taylor farm, original Caira site1821
Oran Watson (Richmond Watson uncle)) farm 1824
Benjamin Harrison farm & cemetery 1825
William and Lucretia Taylor farm & cemetery 1826
Matthew Jones farm 1828

Robert Reaves Jones farm 1823+
Dempsey and William Taylor attended Tired Creek
Church 1830 , Thomas T. Taylor buried 1898
Ebenezer & Hannah Hawthorn Watson Lee farm
Robert Rawlin Jones farm 1844

Silas Janes farm 1849

Henry & Sarah Watson Taylor & bro. farm 1850
Zora B. Jones farm 1860

Sion Jones farm 1861

Silas Jones farm 13862

John Jones 1828, Gearge W. Janes farm 1840
Thaomas T. Taylor farm 1882

Thomas E. Taylor attended schoaol 1890
Thomas E. Taylor farm 1306

Thomas E. Taylor founder of Central Schoal 1919
Douglas E. Taylar farm 1934

Thomas E. Taylor buried at Whigham Cemetery
Dauglas & Christine Taylor buried Pisgah Church
Original Early/Decatur & Thomas County line

Base map source: Waldorf, G. B., The Genesis of Grady County,

Figure17 Map of Tired Creek Road in Decatur/Grady County GA in 1800's




